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Abstract:

Introduction: Clinical education is the basis of nursing education, and the disruption in clinical education during the
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic caused damage to this important principle in nursing education. the purpose of this
study was to explain the experiences of nursing students from clinical education in the COVID-19 era.

Methods: qualitative content analysis was carried out involving 16 nursing students who had completed a minimum of
three semesters at Maragheh University of Medical Sciences during the COVID-19 pandemic. Data collection took place in
2022 through a combination of unstructured and semi-structured interviews. The collected data was then analyzed using
Maxgda 10 software.

Results: The conducted interviews brought us to the main category of ineffective clinical education. Inefficient clinical
education is formed from these subcategories: fear of getting infected prevents working with patients, early termination of
Clinical Clerkship with appearance compensation, and organizational restrictions for being at the bedside.

Conclusion: While limitations in clinical education during the COVID-19 pandemic were a global experience, the
ineffectiveness of clinical nursing education in many cases was primarily due to poor management and the failure to
implement effective strategies to mitigate the negative impact of reduced in-person clinical training.
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